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Coláiste Ailigh, Letterkenny, Co.Donegal
- 2018/19 & 2019/20
- Irish speaking school 
- 260 pupils, 20 teachers 
- Co-ordinator- art teacher
- New building



understand

     Stages:



Vision for coláiste ailigh as a creative school
“Our vision is to engage in the implementation of creative teaching and learning in the classroom in order 
to create an inclusive environment where all students can engage with the Arts. 
We believe the physical school environment should celebrate the arts and allow it to form an integral part 
of the whole school community.”

aims:
- Develop and implement creative teaching and learning methodologies 

to build teacher confidence and gain an understanding of the potential 
of active, enjoyable learning. Create environment where students are 
engaged with active learning and enthused in the classroom. 

- Develop an inclusive environment where all students are valued 
regardless of ability or background by giving all students an 
opportunity to engage with the Arts at some point throughout the 
school year. 

- Embed creativity and the Arts within the school culture and building; 
place a value on the Arts. 



Our plan: 
Plan breaks down overall vision for school into activities. 



Embedding creative schools 
- Build upon success of activities and value students 

gained from programme, energy we wanted to harness. 
- Financial concern, needed to be sustainable.
- Short course in my own school as part of Junior Cycle.
- Design and implementation of Performing Arts short 

course as part of new Junior Cycle curriculum. Every 
single student now enrolling in the school gets an 
opportunity to experience a “taster” session in drama, 
regardless of background. Ignite a “spark”.Can then 
decide if wish to take as a short course subject for 
Junior Cycle.

- Launch event, smaller scale than planned.
- Creation of a dedicated performing arts space within the 

school, link back to original aim of dedicated “zone” for 
students. (ongoing)

Framework is essential otherwise school can have a 
tunnel vision, important that all possibilities are explored.


